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RARS Field Day Effort- Top Score in Class 7A 


WE'RE 


A LETTER TO TRW 


TRW-Xerox ARC — W6TRW 
John Shepherd, FD Chairman | 


Dear John, 

We have just seen the results from Field Day 1997 
and would like to congratulate you on your standing in 
the 7A category. Over the years, your club has been a 
strong contender in the contest, and I believe this year 
was the first time that the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
Society has taken the lead in this category. 

I understand that during the event, TRW Systems 
had a program going on where friends and family could 
visit the facilities, and that there was a bus that ran a 
route between sites. I have learned that the Field Day 
site was on the bus route, and that the bus made frequent 
stops there to pick up and drop off passengers. We think 
it’s wonderful that you had amateur radio on display to 
the public like that, and sacrificed first place in the event 
to take advantage of the public relations opportunity. As 
fellow amateurs, we can all be proud of your Field Day 
operation. 

We’re looking forward to the strong competition 
f that contesting with your club provides as we all 
sharpen our communication skills under adverse con- 
ditions. 


We shall have to be on our toes next year, I think. 
73, Jeff Wittich, Secretary RA®S 
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W4RNC? 
WHO ARE THEY? 


They are Us! RARS has taken advantage of the 
new FCC Vanity Callsign program to acquire a second 
club callsign: W4RNC. The “RNC” represents “Ra- J 
leigh, North Carolina,” although one wit expressed his 
appreciation for our support of the Republican National § 
Committee. 
The first question everyone asks is “Did we 
give up W4DW?” No, no, a thousand times no, we did § 
not. We now have two callsigns, W4DW and W4RNC. 

The second question, once people’s heart rates 
have stabilized, is “Why?” The answer is “because we 
could, and if we didn’t do it now, we might never be able 
to do it later.’ RARS did not react quickly when the 
vanity program began. Ronnie WA4MJF received 
W4RAL for his club, used on his packet system so far. 
We looked at some other callsigns that might give us § 
some “geographic” identity, and settled on a list that 
began with W4RNC (K4RAL wasavailable, but sounded § 
too much like W4RAL to us). We got our first choice. 

The third question usually is, “What will we do 
with it?” That question remains open. W4RNC has 


some advantages as arepeater call, anda packet callifwe § 
continued on page 3 
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The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS) founded in 
1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North Carolina. 
Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining Ama- 
teur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues tothe club are $18.00 peryear(whichruns from July 1 toJune 
30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of the 
officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the facing 
column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday ofevery month, 7:30 PM 


at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the comerof Clark Avenue and Dixi¢ 


Trail, just off of Hillsborough Street. 
In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 


sponsors repeaters on 223.04 /224.64 MHz, 449.5 /444.5 MHz, 449.95 


/445.95 MHzanda packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All repeaters 
cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County area. The 
auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open to all duly 
licensed amateurs. 
The RARS Homepage on the Internet World Wide Web is 
http://rtpnet.org/~rars 


1996 Officers: 


Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary,NC27511 
380-7286 


Presideni: 


snockw@vms.sas.com 


Pat Fix KE4FCJ 
324 Silverberry Court, Cary, NC 27513 
677-8320 pfix@pagesz.net 


Vice President 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 jwittich@nortel.ca 


Secretary: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 
wa4bpj@pagesz.net 


Treasurer: 


847-4641 


. TheEXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the ham 
community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society membership 
with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no article 
will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham 
bands using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $1125 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
HalfPage $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent viaham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 
wa4bpj@pagesz.net 

Editor: Curt Phillips W4CP (ex-KD4YU) 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@pobox.com 


AMSAT 


Young Ladies’ Radio League 


Ge = 8 PRESIDENT’S 
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We had a wonderful picnic on October 1 1th, 
the weather and the food couldn’t have been better! 
Many thanks to Pat, KE4FCJ for putting it all together 
and many thanks to those that helped her and brought 
food. For those of you that didn’t make it you missed 
one of the best! 

Speaking of the picnic, someone left a 10X12 
baking pan w/plastic lid at the picnic. I will bring it with 
me to the November meeting or you can call me at 
home, 380-7286 if it’s yours. 

I also wanted to take a minute and thank all the 
volunteers that helped out the Red Cross at the Fair this 
year. As of this writing I’m about to leave for my second 
shift out there. I always enjoy it whether it’s a slow 
evening or if we have a lot of calls. We had a couple of 
hams that pulled double duty. Both Al KD4IHX and 
Bernard KC4UPX worked radio and First Aid. One of 
the First Aid regulars was trying to talk me into doing 
both next year. I have to get that certification up to date! 

November’s monthly meeting is the Auction. 
One of the more popular meetings of the year. The 
meeting will start early, 7:00pm. If you are buying or 
selling, please remember to get there before 7:00pm to 
sign in and get your stuff unloaded. Jack will be the 
auctioneer again this year so we are assured of some 


good entertainment too! 
73, Cyndi KD4ACW 


W4RNC 
get back into the packet business in the future. It 
establishes a hint of the location of the repeater, and 
eventually could be quite well-known in it’s own right. 
W4DW is already fairly famous, and dear to the hearts 
ofmany clubmembers. We won’t give it up. It isa great, 
short, contest call, and may appear in many more con- 
tests besides Field Day and VHF contests if members 
with to make use of it (see associated article). 

If you have an idea, tell your officers and board 
members, and in the next month or so we’ II decide what 
to do with our “Really New Call.” 


Gary KN4AQ 


continued from page I 


RARS TRANSFERS DX 
PACKETCLUSTER TO 
SWAN ISLAND DX ASSN. 


RARS is getting out of the DX PacketCluster 
business. Over the next few months, operation and 
hardware of the W4DW DX PacketCluster will be 
turned over to our partner in the enterprise, the Swan 
Island DX Association. The callsign of the cluster will 
change, but frequencies and general operation should 
remain about the same. 

The PacketCluster began life about six years 
ago, when Paul Sobon NOOT and other area DXers 
assembled the first cluster node, linked to the Roanoke, 
Virginia cluster. The rudimentary system was popular, 
and was soon overloaded, and the group wanted to 
expand. They approached the RARS Board of Directors 
with a plan for RARS participation and funding. The 
Board agreed, realizing that the club had been able to 
support the VHF-FM community with repeaters, but 
needed an opportunity to support the HF community. 
Since then, RARS has provided more than half the 
money for new equipment and operation. The computer 
that housed the cluster, and one of the radio nodes, was 
located at Paul’s house. 

Two years ago, the cluster hub moved to Rick 
KA3PSK’s house, after it became too big a burden for 
Paul. This year, Paul moved to Texas, and Rick told the 
board that he no longer had the time to properly main- 
tain the system. 

No one else within RARS had taken an active 
role in Cluster operation. Rick suggested turning it over 
to the Swan Island DX Assn., and particularly to Bob 
K4HA, whohas done most of the RF maintenance on the 
system over the years. The board discussed the equip- 
ment value, and the possibility of selling the equipment. 
But we decided instead to donate our interest in the 
hardware to Swan, for the same reason we began partici- 
pating originally — to make a club contribution to area 
HF operation. 


Gary KN4AQ 


A baking pan w/plastic lid 


was left at the picnic. 
Contact Cyndi KD4ACW (380-7286) to claim it. 


WHO ARE THE 


RARS CRYSTALS? 
WHAT DO THEY DO? 


The crystal, until recently, has been an integral 
part of a radio. The frequency that was transmitted was 
dependent on the cut of the crystal. The receive fre- 
quency was also controlled by a crystal, but it was cut to 
receive at a slightly different frequency. Today, more 
modern radios still use crystals, but to provide stability 
to the high-tech frequency synthesizer. 

Several Young Ladies (YLs in hamspeak) who 
were members of RARS, which was incorporated on 
August 12, 1969, felt the need to play an important 
supportive role in the Society’s activities, as well as 
supporting women in the amateur service, licensed or 
not. In the August 1990 issue of the Exciter, Anita 
Kellum - KC4AQB, and Sherry Reams - KB4EXL, 
invited the Ladies of RARS to a dinner meeting. These 
ambitious women got together, discussed the possibilli- 
ties, and on August 30, 1990, the Ladies of RARS held 
their first meeting. Seventeen Ladies attended. At that 
meeting Denise - N4XOY and Lynn - KC4NJB, were 
elected to head the Ladies of RARS for one year. The 
name to later be chosen for the group was RARS 
Crystals. 

The Crystals soon shone in RARS social ac- 
tivities, with no holds barred in the hospitality depart- 
ment, especially when culinary skills were needed! 
RARS gained notoriety for the Social hosted by the 
Crystals every year on the evening prior to RARSfest. 
Many of the vendors who support RARS by their pres- 
ence at the only fund raising event the club held, were 
not able to leave their set up for dinner on Saturday 
evening. The Crystals stepped right in to offer the finest 
Southern hospitality they could to ensure a good meal, 
good entertainment and fellowship for the vendors after 
a hard day’s work of setting up shop. 

The Crystals not only supported RARS in the 
public eye, but also in our own celebrations. Our 
Birthday Party and Awards Ceremony would not run so 
smoothly without the Crystals’ undying devotion. The 
annual Christmas Party and Induction of New Officers 
that takes place in December is yet another event the 
Crystals make memorable. The set up of the Picnic and 
ns Dessert Contest is another shining example of the 


Crystals’ pitching in when help is needed to see that 
things happen in an orderly manner. 

Individual Crystals participate in RARS also. 
We support and staff the Membership Services Com- 
mittee. We meet you at the sign-in table. We help take 
membership and renewals. We make sure you have a 
choice of goodies at meetings (for a small price to help 
pay for postage for our meeting announcements). Two 
of our current officers are also Crystals. We serve our 
community as licensed hams during public service 
events and in times of disaster. We participate in 
training new hams and serve on the Volunteer Examiner 
team. 

RARS Crystals is a diverse group of women 
who share the bonds of womanhood and familiarity with 
the amateur radio service. We are a supportive group 
among ourselves and share in all of life’s little surprises 
and celebrate them as needed. We attempt to offer 
something of interest for all ladies who would like to 
join us in the support and stability we provide for RARS 
and the community. Please join us! Fill out an informa- 
tion form to ensure receiving a meeting announcement. 
We meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month, at the 
Golden Corral on Highway 70 in Raleigh at 6:30 for 


dinner. Companions are welcome! 
Bobbie Wittich, KD4ZVW 


1997 RARS Nominations 
Committee Report 


The RARS Nominations Committee, appointed 
by the President, submits the following candidates to 
take office January 1, 1998. At the November meeting 
additional nominations will be taken from the floor and 
then voting will take place. Installation will take place 
in December. 


RARS Officers - Two Year Term 
President - Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
Secretary - Carl King, KU4HM 


RARS Board Positions - One Year Term 
Public service Director - Jerry Cassara, KE4YJV 
_ Education Director - Lynn Pitegoff, KO4QH 


RARS Field Day Chairperson - 

Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
Exciter Editor - Walter Price, KM4BU 
FM Repeater Chairperson - 

Bernard Blackmon, KC4UPX 
RARS At Large Director - Wilbur Goss, WD4RDT 
RARS At Large Director - Charlie Brown, W4VFJ 
ARRL Liaison - Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 


The following are RARS Chairpersons elected 
for aone year term RARS VE Team Coordinator - Vince 
Yakamavich, AA4MY W4DW, W4RNC Trustee - Mike 
Murphy, WA4BPJ 

Thanks to the membership and the help of 
committee members, KM4BU, KA3PSK, K4HF and 


KD4ACW. | 
Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
Nominations Committee 


PICNIC REPORT 


The Fall Picnic at Lake Crabtree was 
a wonderful time. I hope those who attended enjoyed the 
day and the food! The weather was perfect and the food, 
of course, was GREAT. 

I would like to thank those who helped me 
make this year’s picnic a success— My Chefs - Wilbur 
Goss, Bruce Buck, and Mike Milan. Also a very special 
thanks to Bernard Blackmon who went the extra mile for 
me. The ladies who helped get the tables set up - Harriett 
King and Mary Glen Goss. 

I would also like to thank Gary Pearce and Ed 
Nisley who stepped in as the Dessert Judges at the last 
minute and did a fine job. They looked very content after 
judging come to think of it!?!And last but certainly not 
least, David Fix, who keeps me sane and does whatever 
I ask him with very little complaint. Again, thanks to 
those who unselfishly gave their time and efforts. I 
couldn’t have done it alone. 

Many folkstook advantage of the lovely weather 
to walk around the lake, to play with their children on the 
playground, and everyone gota great chance to visit with 
the others there. This time of year is busy and those of 
you who couldn’t make it missed a terrific outing. For 
you, there’s always next year!!! 


Pat KE4FCJ 


ee 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


-RARS Board Meeting 
September 16, 1997 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on September 16. The meeting was 
called to order by KD4ACW at 7:38p. Members present 
were: KD4ACW, KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, W4CP, KE4FCI, 
K4HF, KA3PSK, KO4QH, WD4RDT, KC4UPX, 
W4VFJ, N4YTO, and AC4ZO. 

On motion by W4VFJ, seconded by K4HF, the 
August minutes were approved with one amendment. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report and said 
that the checking account balance is $7,799.65; savings 
is $4,115.15; and the investment account is $13.003. 
RARS membership is 291. 

KE4FCJ gave the VP report. She said that the 
RARS picnic will be held on October 1 1 at Lake Crabtree 
this year. Members are asked to bring side dished or 
desserts. 

KC4UPX gave the FM Committee report. He 
said that we still are working several options for tower 
space for the RARS repeaters. Also in the FM Commit- 
tee report, KN4AQ reports periodic and severe de- 
sense in the .64 machine that is affecting most users. 

KO4QH reported on the Education Depart- 
ment. She said the RARS Fall classes have been sched- 
uled to begin on September 29. Also, the Departments 
first General class has graduated this month. 

KE4FCJ said that the Membership Services 
Committee is running smoothly, and that comments 
continue to be favorable about the service they provide. 

K4HF reported on the Nominating Commit- 
tee. He said that they are well underway and on sched- 
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le hut have no announcements prepared at this time. 


New Business: 

KA3PSK brought up the issue of Packet Clus- 
ter. He had announced to the Board in the August 
meeting that he would like it to find anew home. Several 
possibilities were discussed, and finally a motion was 
made by KC4UPX, seconded by AC4ZO, that we give 
the Packet Cluster hardware located at KA3PSK and 
other Packet Cluster equipment to the Swan Island DX 
Association, in care of K4HA. The motion requires that 
the W4DW call be removed. The motion further pro- 
vides that the amount budgeted for the 97-98 year 
remain budgeted to that project, to be administered by 
KA3PSK on behalf of the club. The motion passed. 

KJ4SO made a proposal to the Board that 
would provide the club with an E-mail listserver facility. 
The purpose would be to provide a means of disseminate 
information to the club members via an Internet con- 
nection. It would replace the RARS BBS which is no 
longer supported. Under this arrangement, the Rarsfest 
computer would be located at Nissan Computer and 
would be the server. The computer would remain RARS 
property, and the administration of the list would be 
done by KJ4SO. The computer would have an Ethernet 
link to Nissan’s Internet port. After moderate discus- 
sion, A motion was made by W4CP, seconded by 
WA4BPJ, that we allocate the Rarsfest computer for 
use as an Internet Listserver, and that $100 be allocated 
annually to obtain and maintain the domain name 
WWW.RARS.ORG. The motion also provides for a 
business card size advertisement monthly in the Exciter 
for Nissan Computer. The motion passed. 

The following announcements were made: 

N4YTO — The MS-150 takes place the weekend 
after next. Also, the State Fair is in October. Volunteers 
are needed. ; 

On motion by KA3PSK, seconded by W4VFJ, 


the meeting adjourned at 9:19p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


Someone left a 


10X12 baking pan w/plastic lid 


at the picnic. 


Contact Cyndi KD4ACW 
(380-7286) to claim it. 


ARS Regular Meeting 
October 7, 1997 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on October 7, 1997 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:37p by Cyndi KD4ACW. 

Cyndi gave the Treasurer’s report in the ab- 
sence of Mike, WA4BPJ. RARS membership is about 
292. 

Lynn KO4QH, announced that the RARS fall 
classes are under way and progressing smoothly. 

Lynn, now speaking on behalf of the Crystals, 
gave a reminder that the Crystals meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at the Golden Corral on Hwy. 70. 

Cyndi reported on the upcoming public ser- 
vice opportunities. Firstly, the North Carolina State 
Fair is coming up, and hams are needed to provide 
communications for the Red Cross. A sign-up schedule 
was available at the meeting. Lastly, David, KD4WQU 
announced the Special Olympics Fall Games scheduled 
later this month. Volunteers are needed in both Durham 
and Wake Counties. Those interested were asked to 
contact either David Fix (677-8320) or David Marable 
(544-1488) to sign up. 

President Wood passed along a message from 
Jerry, KE4TTS: There is a Simulated Emergency Test 
(SET) scheduled for October 18. Anyone interested in 
participating was asked to contact Jerry directly (467- 
8935). 

Jack WOUCE, said a few words in preparation 
for next month’s program: The Annual RARS Auction. 
Three cashiers were needed, and were identified, and 
signed up. 

Woody KJ4SO, is setting up an E-mail list 
using the Internet. The purpose of this facility is to 
provide a means of getting information out to RARS 
members like the bulletin board used to do. For infor- 
mation on this project, people were asked to contact 
Woody (848-1844 or kj4so@msn.com). 

Tim W4TIM then took the stage and intro- 
duced Rick McWhorter, KD4PJI. The two of them 
announced a new club which is forming in the area. 
Although the club does not have a name yet, their focus 
is on antique radios and early electronic devices of all 


Robert P. Holmes. 
ATTORNEY ATLAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 
& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 919-832-5000 
P.O. Box 1069 FAX 832-5080 
Raleigh, N.C. 27602 KE4FUD } 


X*ADIO ELECTRONICS 
Home of 
UNCLE JOE'S HAM SHACK 
Uncle Joe offers: Coax, Ladder Line, 


Connectors, Wire, Rope, Ground Rods, and 
other Antenna items ... All Year Round. 


Call Uncle Joe anytime for Hamfest prices | : 


Garner, NC Joe Saah WB5ZPQ 
779-5659 wb5zpq@juno.com f 


kinds. 

Tim also brought the sad news of the passing of 
Irv Strobing, N4FLW, and Phil Greenspan, W4HUB. 
Also, it was announced that Jesse Hodges, W4JG 
passed away this month. 

Jeff AC4ZO, made an announcement about the 
ARRL outgoing QSL bureau, and how members can 
submit their QSL cards destined for DX stations for 
free using this service. 

Woody made an announcement about the RARS 
breakfast. This popular social event was reinstated a 
month ago, and is open to all. The breakfast is held the 
first Saturday of each month, and directions are avail- 
able on 146.64. 

At this point, Cyndi introduced the program 
for the evening: Ask A Stoopid Question. Members 
were invited to ask questions of the panel of “experts” 
by anonymously submitting them on written cards. 

Door prizes went to KD4GAN, and WA9SZL. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:1 8p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


ed 


W4TIM 
Robert P. BuehImann 


Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd (919) 851-5169 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits 
of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so 
you can correct this oversight. 


FOUR DELTA WHISKY 


The RARS callsign has been heard on Field 
Day, in VHF contests, at an occasional special-event, on 
the repeaters and on the hamfest Talk-In station. But it 
has been curiously absent from other HF contest activi- 
ties. That may change. 

Jeff AC4ZO has asked the RARS board for 
permission to use W4DW for the November ARRL 
Phone Sweepstakes contest. Jeff and a group of guest 
operators will use Jeff's home station for the contest, 
but will sign the club callsign, and enter their results in 
the name of RARS. 

Other club members wishing to put together a 
contest group under the club’s banner (and callsign) 
should present their request to the Board of Directors 
a month or three before the contest. And look for the 
club in the Sweepstakes! 


Gary KN4AQ 


Amateur Radio- A National Resource 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 . 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 


November 
RARS meeting 
(AUCTION) 


SOG sm 


Calendar of Events: 


November 1997 


RARS Breakfast meeting, Griffin's Restaurant, 10AM, 
info, Woody KJ4SO, 848-1844 
Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 


directions on page 2. Program: RARS ANVUAL AUCTION 


MEETING STARTS AT 7PM! 
Information Highway User Group, info- Russ Lyday KD4LLS, 782-8703 


Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info- Bob KE4JVY, 481-9107 
RARS Advisory Board; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 7:30PM 
ALL RARS MEMBERS WELCOME! 
JARSfest, Hamfest and Computer Show, Benson, NC, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 
Crystals Meeting, Golden Corral, Hwy 70W, info- Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 


RARS Breakfast meeting, Griffin's Restaurant, 10OAM 
info, Woody KJ4SO, 848-1844 
send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


